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ROCKINGHAM COMMUNITY FORUM 
Statement 

HON PHIL EDMAN (South Metropolitan) [5.20 pm]: Yesterday, 6PR, Channel Nine and WAtoday held a 
community forum at the Gary Holland Centre in Rockingham. Earlier today Hon Ken Travers asked why I was 
not there; it is a good, valid question. First off, I want to apologise to the people of Rockingham, where my 
office is located. I have a lot of passion for that area; it is where I am bringing up my two young boys. 
Hon Norman Moore kept on trying to belt into me that Parliament is the first place that we have a duty to serve. 
Also, being the Whip, my duties are here. Unfortunately, I could not make it last night. I know there was one 
member of this house who did make it; I am not too sure if they had a pair or not, but lucky for them!  

Tim McMillan was the facilitator of the forum last night. Both of my staff attended the forum. I was a little bit 
unimpressed by the fact there was a bit of bagging of the Liberal Party, me and my other colleagues in this house 
representing the South Metropolitan region. Basically, as members of Parliament, we cannot just go; our first 
duty is to this house. Saying that, I will put on record the topic that was discussed at that forum—I hope it is a 
concern of all members of South Metropolitan Region, the Greens, Labor and also us, the Liberals—that 
Rockingham is being labelled as “boganville”. It is really starting to get up my nose; what a load of rubbish. It is 
not boganville. Only a small minority in Western Australia seem to just want to pick on Rockingham. We have 
some of the best beaches in Western Australia. I am sure Hon Kate Doust will agree with everything I am saying 
about Rockingham because she used to live there.  

Hon Ken Travers: I reckon Rockingham foreshore is the best public beach in Western Australia! It’s been 
transformed.  

Hon PHIL EDMAN: I thank Hon Ken Travers for that; I appreciate that. It is the best. We have some problems 
in the area, like we have problems in all parts of every member’s electorate. I am not saying that it is picture 
perfect; there is always work to be done in Rockingham. However, it is certainly not boganville. A lot of work 
has been done: the shopping centre has been upgraded; we have a marina that hopefully will start soon; and a lot 
more quality restaurants and shops are opening in the area. For people to say that nobody wants to visit the area 
because of that tag, once again, is a load of rubbish. People who come down to Rockingham on weekends cannot 
even find a spot to park their cars. All the beaches and parks are full. 

Hon Ken Travers: I caught the train and then the bus so I could enjoy the walk to Roger Cook’s birthday down 
on the foreshore.  

Hon PHIL EDMAN: The number is 555 for the blue CAT bus, probably.  

Hon Ken Travers: Yes, it’s fantastic. 

Hon PHIL EDMAN: The member would have loved the train in the city centre, but we will not discuss that 
now.  
Hon Ken Travers: I prefer the CAT!  
The PRESIDENT: Order! Let the honourable member on his feet make his own speech.  

Hon PHIL EDMAN: The other issue that was brought up was alcohol. I understand the residents of 
Rockingham are frustrated that it is an offence to drink alcohol in a public place on the beach. It would be nice, I 
guess, for some people who can behave themselves with a wine or beer. But, unfortunately, it is an offence and I 
think that is the way that it needs to stay. Last night, Mark McGowan spoke about the nightclubs in Rockingham; 
namely, Vibe and Liquid nightclubs. The owner of Liquid is Peter Mirco. Those nightclubs have been there for 
quite a time, probably before the high-rise developments occurred.  

Hon Kate Doust: When some of us were teenagers. 

Hon PHIL EDMAN: Yes, I have been there as well. I am not against nightclubs. I have a problem with keeping 
them open until 5.00 am. Maybe it needs to be reduced; maybe there needs to be restrictions on the licence. 
However, I must say that I am not a big supporter for completely getting rid of Liquid Niteclub. However, it is 
ludicrous for Mark McGowan to suggest on 6PR and Channel Nine that the Rockingham City Council should 
buy the nightclub from the owner to close it down. I do not think that is the way forward at all.  

Hon Ken Travers interjected. 

Hon PHIL EDMAN: I would love to take Hon Ken Travers’ interjections, but I do not have a lot of time. As 
members would know, I recently went on a little excursion with the police. I was pretty pleased that the response 
time for a category 1 incident was around 10 minutes; and for a category 2, under 40 minutes. That was in the 
winter break. Again, if I am allowed by the minister and the police commissioner, I plan to take another ride 
during those awful hours in the morning. It was a hard shift. It will be interesting to see what happens in the 
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warmer months. I will report to the house once that happens. Simply to go on saying that we need another police 
station in Secret Harbour and that it needs to be open 24 hours will not solve crime. What will solve crime are 
diversion programs and more police on the beat. That is a deterrent. I remember when we had one detective in 
Rockingham; now under our government there are 26. There is a huge increase of police presence in the area, but 
I know the area has grown, too. Once again, there is a lot more work that needs to be done. We do have problems 
with prolific and priority offenders and youth at risk, but these diversion programs, such as “Right for Right” and 
“Well for Life”—I have been saying it for four or five years in this place—need to be replicated and supported 
by everyone. That is the key: not locking them up. The key is rehabilitation of our youth.  

In relation to industry, I was very pleased to hear that Mr McGowan and Hon Lynn MacLaren agree that we 
should have a port in the Kwinana area. That is one point that is great. From what I hear, it sounds like 
Mark McGowan is very supportive of the marina in the area, as long as it stacks up against — 

Hon Ken Travers: He is now?  

Hon PHIL EDMAN: Yes, apparently so, which is good, because as long as it stands up against the 
environment, then it is fine. I think we all agree on that point. None of us wants to wreck the environment. That 
was the only issue. Mark McGowan said that it had to stand up against strict environmental conditions. I agree 
with him. It must, and our government supports that. When the Rockingham Kwinana Development Office was 
opened and commissioned, it did a risk and traffic assessment report for a second access way to the Rockingham 
Hospital. It said that it was not needed for another 10 years. Yes, eventually it will happen, but we spent some 
$20 000-odd for those two reports to give us the correct advice, not just to go off on a whim so we can say, 
“Yeah, let’s get a second access way”; instead of wasting taxpayers’ money. I am not an expert—that is why we 
commissioned the reports—but the second access way is not needed at the moment. In relation to transport and 
the train station, I will put it on record as a member for South Metropolitan Region: I want a train station at 
Paganoni Road. We need one.  

Hon Ken Travers: Vote Labor and you’ll get one! 

Hon PHIL EDMAN: It is desperately needed.  

The PRESIDENT: Order! Hon Ken Travers, I know you are only trying to help; you are that sort of guy. But 
you cannot make another member’s speech for them, so let him make his speech and finish his comments.  

Hon PHIL EDMAN: One of things that we do as Liberals is allow continual lobbying of the government for 
things in our electorate. We will oppose things we do not think are good for our electorate too. We will even 
cross the floor if we need to. We are allowed to do that because the Liberal Party is extremely democratic, which 
is something I am very proud of. I really would have loved to have been at that community forum last night. It 
was for no reason other than that my duties are here to this house as the Whip. If it was held at another time and 
they did another community forum, I would be there with bells on. 
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